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On behalf of the World Confederation for Physical Therapy I send most sincere congratulations
on the 40th anniversary of the JPTA. This anniversary is a major milestone in the association’s
history and is acknowledgement of the maturity of the profession in Japan.

WCPT was founded in September 1951 by 11 national physical therapy associations. In 2005 it
has a membership of 92 organisations representing over 250,000 physical therapists. Throughout
its history WCPT has been committed to improving the health of people by supporting the sharing
of information among member organisations and encouraging high standards of physical therapy
education, practice and research around the world. JPTA joined WCPT in this mission when it
became a Member Organisation in 1970.

JPTA is a highly respected and valued member of the Confederation. JPTA has grown
significantly since it joined WCPT and it is now the fastest growing and fourth largest Member
Organisation of WCPT. In the same period the development of the profession in Japan has also
been remarkable with an increase in the number of universities offering Master and PhD degrees
and a rise in the level and standard of internationally recognised research.

In 1999 JPTA hosted a very successful WCPT Congress in Yokohama. For many years JPTA has
played an active role in international affairs and in the work of WCPT including the membership
of Mr. T Morinaga, and Dr. Isao Nara on WCPT’s Executive Committee. The congress in 1999
further demonstrated your international commitment to the world of physical therapy. Participants
at that congress will never forget the hospitality and generosity shown while they were in Japan.
That event also raised interest in WCPT among JPTA members and as a result there were more
delegates registered from Japan for WCPT’s 2003 congress in Barcelona Spain than from any
other Member Organisation.

WCPT sincerely appreciates the support JPTA has shown WCPT over the years. We send warm
wishes and greetings on this special anniversary to be celebrated in Tokyo on 28th October 2005.
We look forward to many more years of partnership between WCPT and the JPTA.

Ol M

Sandra Mercer Moore

Yours sincerely

President
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